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It’sNot AsSimple AsABCD

I Tazin Siddiquee

I’'mwhat they call an ABCD. Inother words, an Ameri- | grew in the language, | began to encounter a new cul-
can Born Confused Deshi (a native). | was born and | tureaswell. | began to see how it wasn't al abunch of
brought up hereinthe USA. My parents, however, were | mumbo-jumbo to be overlooked, but it was meaningful
born in Bangladesh. They immigrated here about 25 | and more powerful than | would ever know. Never be-
years ago. My life thus far has been....how shall | put | forein my life, had | seen how beautiful and rich the
it? Different, perhaps even interesting. It's funny, be- | Bengali language is. | now see that people like me,
cause up until afew yearsago, | thought everyonegrew | Bangladeshi-Americans, have an advantage over oth-
up the sameway | did. | supposeitwasn't that | didn’t | ersthat have never truly ventured out of their wonder-
noticeit, | just didn’'t seemto care. That is, until | reached | fully modern lives, and out into theworld. We seethings
my formidable, teen years. Yes, | soon discovered that | withadifferent kind of outlook. We consider many things
John, Jane, and marry didn’t eat “bhat” (rice) and“daa” | that have been taught to us by American culture,
(Ientil) for dinner every night. | was shocked to find : Bangladeshi culture, our peers, and our parents, all put
that they didn’t haveto put up with theterribly dreaded, | together. We have the opportunity and ability to straddle
never ending Bengali dinner parties, and that they would | cultures that are worlds apart, and understand people
never haveto be embarrassed by speaking their broken | who are eons apart. We are melting pots within our-
Bengali to adults who thought of them as disrespectful | selves.

children who just wouldn’t get it. | thought all children | suppose thiswhol e thing about coming in touch with
had to suffer through blaring, old Bengali music that | my Bengali side, began two summers ago. My parents
they’d never understand, in the car. Little did | know, | gnd | decided that going to Bangladesh over the sum-
the vast majority of American children were growing | mer would be a good experience. Good, is an under-
up different than me, to put it mildly. They could stay | gatement. Now, | had been to Bangladesh before, but
home aone or come and go with their friends as they | never alone. After all the arrangements were made |
pleased. They could say anything in front of anyone | yyas on my way. One of the things | found most inter-
without having to worry about what “ other auntsand | ;i ng was observing the common people of Bangl adesh.
uncles would think.” They were never thought of as | Just a walk through the streets of Dhaka, or a short
outsidersin their own culture, and they didn’t havethe | i kshaw (a-vehicle) ride gave aglimpse of lifeas|’ve
burden of knowing the proper Bengali etiquetteandthe | aver seen before. All of thethi ngsthat | saw in Dhaka
rules of aforbidding Bengali society. They didn’t have | ~ompined with my parents’ relentless efforts; | began
to worry about their wrong doingsreflecting poorly on | 15 fed interested in my own heritage and culture. | be-
their families. They could live what | thought was the | ganto Learn Bengali music which established asacred
“good life.” That was how | thought back then. That is, | tie to my roots that can never be severed. With all of
until I grew up. | slowly began to see thingsin a new | this new-found interest, | began to pursue my parents
light. Instead of looking for all of the negative things | about their childhood in Bangladesh and the society they
about growing up here, | beganto seeitall asaleam- | paq to face. My journey to Bangladesh was coming to
ing experience. | had taken it for granted that | knew | 5 ¢jose and | was truly sad to leave such a wondrous
how to speak Bengali. | never thought it was anything | p)ace il full of much mystery to me. When thewheels
remarkably special, until | found out that my other friends | of the planelifted off the ground and into the sun-kissed
were limited only to English. I’'m sorry to say that | | sky, | looked back longingly at aplacethat | knew was

didn’t particularly make use of my Bengali until recently. | full of good times, kind hearts, and caring souls.
But as the old adage goes: “Better late than never.”

Through the language comes culture. As my interest |

>

| was quickly sobered back into reality as soon as |




came back to U.S. | once again had to face the prob- | beg to differ. No matter how hard wetry, we will never
lems that we as Bangladeshi-Americans have to face | “fit in.” we'll never be what a true American is or is
onadaily basis. | supposed to be. Many people think that their culture,

I don’'t know whether it's just the generation gap or | heritage, and racg play no rolein this, BLft no matter
cultural differences, but somehow | havetroublerelat- | oW muchyouthink you're*oneof them,” intheir eyes
ing to my parents. This tendency seems to increase as | you'll always de different. They see your brown skin
the years progress. It began as little things | never re- : before they hear you speak without an accent, or know
ally worried about, to things that | care about. Isit that | anything about you. The same goes for Bangladesh. In
my parents trying to raise me like they were raised in | Bangladesh, you're never considered a true Bengali.

Bangladesh about thirty years ago? Partly. | think that | People think ypu’ revery qlifferent because yoq livein
Bengalisin general are very tenacious as a people. We | the U.S. They judge you differently and they think that

liketo hold on to our thoughts and beliefsregardiessof | you'rean “Amencgn.” They see you as privileged and
our surroundings. | think this is what my parents are | well off, not anything like themselves. So, as you can
trying to do. Just like all other people, they believethat | see, we have n'o clear cut home or place of bgl ong r_1g.
the way they were brought up is the best way to be | We redlly don't belong anywhere, we are like a dis-
brought up. So they are putting this pressure of growing | placed ra_ce. Noyvhere t0 go or turn t(_J for shelter. We
upintoday’s society with Bengali valueson me. Thisis | ¥€ 2 terribly mmnderstpod and at times a gonfused
not to say that all Bengali values are bad and wrong, | 970UP of people. Many times we are faced with con-

but like anything elsein life, should change respectively | fliCting identity. But, | suppose, we, the youth of
with the times. | Bangladeshis that have been born and raised here, are

| aculture within ourselves. We must turn to each other.

It surprises me at how ignorant American society is | We must establish and assert ourselvesin today’ s soci-
towards people like me. Asthis nation becomes diver-

sified more than ever, | would like to think that people |
would beginto learn about the diversity. But likemany | I o | )
things|’velearned in my fifteen years, thingsdon't al- | earned fromall of this?” | velearned,somethlngthata
waysgo asl’dlikethemto. I’ ve beentold to go back to | textbook or teachgr can hever tgach. I"velearned first-
Africa, “where| camefrom.” When telling people ' m | hand thgt.culturels not somethmg clear-cut. It cannot
Indian, I"ve been asked, “What tribe? Excuse me? | be classified as black or white, right or wrong, or good

Why don't these peoplejust get it?lsit really that diffi- | or bad. It is something much more dynamic. Cultureis
cult to figure out? | simply something that should be respected at face value.

| We cannot |et culture divide us. For after al, weareall
people, not so contrasting as we would like to think.
| Andthough I’'m hardly ajudge, | think that our different

simple question, but to peopleli ke me, it's not SO eaxsy. | cultures are what unite us. The great beauty of unity is
Is home really where the heart is? If so, where is our | diversity. O

true home? Is it the U.S,, the place where we were |

N .
born and brought up and aCCUStom?d_ to? Or IS_ It About Author: Tazin wrote this article five years ago
Bangladesh, aplace that we can only visitand bewith | \pen shewas 15 and waslivingin Orlando, Floridafor a

people from the same ethnic background? It'snot as |  magazine published by the Student Association of
trivial as it seems. In the U.S., many Bengali people | Bangladesh at University of Central Florida. Tazin is

would liketo believethat they are at home. However, | |  currently pursuing her undergraduate in Pennsylvania

Asl sit here typing this paper, | wonder “What have |

Home. It's aword anyone could easily define, but do
we truly know where it is? To most people this is a
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THE PERFECT M XTURE

I Shayeri Hasan Reza

Growing up is hard to do, is such acliché term. It is | end up havinginner conflict and may end up choosing a
however, quitetrue. We grow up with the constant pres- | partner that we are truly not happy with.

sureto succeedinlife, to make something of ourselves, | Another disadvantagethat comesto mind isour school-
to begood people, to gain moralsand values. Basically, | ing. School isimportant regardless to one's culture or
with the expectations of our parents. In addition, we | creed. Educationisaval uableaspect in everyone'slives;
grow up with our own expectations. We grow up with | however, it is not the only aspect in life. Sometimesit
peer pressure, with changing trends, and with what we | fegls asthough we are being judged by our intellectual
want to do. Add these two together, and we get acom- | capacity. Some elders don’t wish to speak to the chil-
plicated mixture. Lets make this problem a bit more ! dren inthe community if they are not from agood school
difficult. What if we added a cultural complication? | or studying an engineering or medical subject. Inways

Parents who are trying to enforce the motherland cul-
ture and the children who are trying to get the best of
both cultures. Thus, we have to find the Perfect Mix-
ture.

this is understandable from the elders perspective be-
| cause they have al made their fortune in these respec-
tivefields, but that doesn’t mean that we should belim-
ited and | ooked down upon when we choose adifferent

AsBengali children, wegrow upwith complicated lives. | path. We children strongly believe that education is a
Westruggleto find amid-point with our Bengali culture | key to having a bright future, but does it really mater
and our American culture. We can't consider ourselves | that we must study in these two fields and come from
Bengali like our parents and we can’t consider our- | an excellent caliber school? We understand that over
selves American. What are we? We're one of those | ninety percent of the community (in San Francisco Bay
hyphenated races, Bengali-American. Thisimpactsour | Area) are engineers and were top of their classback in
lives quite abit. Who can we relateto? How should we | Bangladesh, but we are different. We believe in being
be brought up? These are such complicated questions, | anall rounder—having fun, learningin school, andlearn-
which need to be answered. There are many disadvan- | inginlife.

tages and advantages within the cultural crossfire. The | |_earning alsoincludeslearning about culture, refigion,
one'sthat | wishto cover are Marriage, Educati on, Tra | and traditions. 1t's a common thi ng for every Benga“
ditions, and language. child to wonder or ask their parents why we don’t cel-

Marriageisan extremely controversial topic withinthe I ebrate Christmas or Easter. | know | wondered for a
second generation. Those of us who have grown up | longtime. Thisissomething | believewearevery lucky
here believethat love should come before marriage not | about. We have the privilege of celebrating occasions
viceversa. Someof usalso believethat inter-racial mar- | that have much more meaningi.e. Eid-ul-adha. Regard-
riages should be permitted and not looked down upon. | ing traditions, we have a rich heritage that is mixed.
From experience, | have noticed that whenever there | Meaning that we can go from dal bhat to burgers and
has been aninter-racial marriagein our community there | fries. | must give credit to our parents for teaching the
has been controversy. When there has been a pure | second generation what our cultureisall about. Grow-
Bengali marriage there has never been controversy. As | ing up in America, we have attractionstowards Ameri-
second-generation children, we believe that aslong as | can culturesoitisup to our parentsand the community
we' re happy and our partner isagood person that’s all | toteach usBengali culture. | strongly believethat from
that matters. Parents however enforce the idea of | ayoung agethingsshould be explained to the child. We
Bengali and Muslim anything else is a shame to the | should betaught which holiday’swe celebrate and which
family even if the partner we choose is exceptional in | one'swe don't. We should also be taught simple tradi-
many ways. This exemplifies a disadvantage we have, | tionslikewhat our marriage ceremoniesarelikeor what
whichisour parents closed mindedness. With thiswe | our cultural dresses are. The more we are taught about

%




our culture at a young age the more advantageousit is | my parentsto speak at home and to unclesand aunties.
becauselater inlifewe are morelikely to admireitand | Also, it helped that we visited Bangladesh often and
practice some. Also, there are more generations after | some of my relatives cannot speak English. Whatever
us to think about and we all do hope they learn a bit | the reason is, being able to speak Bengali and under-
about the traditions and cultures. They will learn the | standing it isabig advantage. It'snot only learning an-
culture from the preceding generation. It seems that | other language, but its learning a bit of your history.
when we are young, it is the best opportunity aparent | Bear in mind that even if wetry wewill not be asfluent
has to force us to learn about our traditions because | as the elders in the community are, but the effort is
when we are grown up we won't want to learn. Also, | worth alot.

when we grow up we will regret not learning the cus- |
tomswhen we were mere children. Learning about our |
culture and traditions can only be an advantage for us

|ater inlife. We constantly struggle to find the perfect mixture—
Learning about the culture includes learning the lan- | that is the perfect way to compromise on the way we
guage. Most second-generation children cannot speak | arebeing brought up. The struggle comesfromthesides
Bengali. Actually, it goes by stages for example the | of the children and the parents. Children are living

As one can see growing up as a hyphenated race, is
not the easiest thing to do. It's a constant struggle to
understand where we stand and what we should do.

children in their mid twenties and up cannot speak

Bengali, thechildrenintheir lateteensto early twenties |

can speak, and the children younger than that are com-
bined, most however cannot speak Bengali. Learning

through it and parents don’'t understand how to raise
their children in amixed society. | can only speak from

| my own experience, which is basically what | have
| Written about. | know many times parents are persis-
different languagesisalwaysan advantage. Intheearly |
stage of life every child understands and speaks fluent |

tent in saying that they know what is best and at times
they do, but | strongly insist that sometimes they don’t

Bengali. This starts fading away when the child starts | know what isright and that maybe a Bengali peer who
school. English then becomesthe predominant language. | has gone through a similar situation might give better
Also, we seethat our parents understand English sowe | options. Ultimately, there are many advantagesand dis-
figure that we can communicate with them in English. | advantagesof growing up assecond generation Bengali.
Thus, wefigurethat Bengali comeswithnouse. Thisis | The ey isto combineit all intothat perfect mixture. O
pretty sad and | believe that knowing Bengali and being |
ableto speak itisan advantage. Personally, my Bengali |
is not that wonderful; however, | am better then most |
children in the area. The only way | was able to learn |
Bengali and not forget is by the constant insistence of |
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Stir the Pot

I \Vaheruh Khan

Asa2 generation child, | went through years of soul- | communicate with their children. Parents need to ob-
searching where | dealt with awide range of emotions | serve their children’s interests in general which might
and feelings before | realized what kind of person | | helpin promoting theinitial interest in their culture. For
wanted to share the rest of my life. It was imperative | example, my parents realized that | was generally in-
that | search for what | identified with even before | | terestedinmusic, especialy singing and dancing. Hence,
could even think of marriage. Luckily, theenvironment, | they exposed me to cultural songs and dances that |
comprising of my parents, extended family members, | learned and performed for various functions.

and friends, inwhich | grew up guided methrough this |
extremely volatile process. The same perhaps cannot
be said of all 2™ generation Bengali children.

Of course, not all children will go though the samekinds
| of experiencesthat | have had. Eachindividual will be
| exposed to different things at different times in their
Itismy belief that the expectations placed on 2™ gen- | lives. Parents need to redlize that not all of their chil-
eration children are much higher than those that will | drenwill fee comfortable and/or be ableto identify with
ever be placed on subsequent generations. Their suc- | their culture enough to marry someone from that cul-
cess is seen as directly correlating with the struggles | ture.
their parentshad to endurein coming to America. While |
these children are the first to take advantage of a sys- |

temthat opensmany doorsto thehighly valued " Ameri- | yearsthat it is perfectly ok to be different. More im-

can Dream they are also expected to retain their | portantly, my friends respected me for it. | had the op-
parent’s culture as well as consider marriage to those | ity to explore my culture and religious valuesin

inthat culture. However, most of their parentsare un- | ety | discovered both the kind of person | truly am
dbletorel atg to the personal struggle they have to en- | and the kind of individual who would compliment my
dure: balancing of both worlds.

Inmy case, | have aready gonethrough thejourney of
searching for my identity. | realized in my high school

| identity as my husband.

This process of Sogl-searching beginsfrqm the EXpo- | My father once told me that we have a huge advan-
e e L s G | tgein i wovery et e, Weareale
other faiths and backgroundstruly putsthese children's | totakethebest of bqth qurlds, which, inturn, will help

diai d cultural val d A h | us be well-rounded individuas. We have the opportu-
rD;[?:]Zu;rs:n ;r?nt;:]g gartfg ;’Tjgsrg?;cosn;? d;eedtgé | ity tolook at situationsin two very different perspec-

: ' o _ | tives to make good choices in our lives. My advice to
of gormal conyerﬂ&r:sm:?e TaIIvAvaysc;f high hschool | 2 generation children is the same to parents. Have
and now even in middle schools. Apart from the aca- | atience, keep an open mind and, yes, constantly talk to

demic pressures, peer pressure is a phenomenon that | v harents, 1n the process, you just might discover
either helpsyou to succeed or leads you down apath of | yoursdlf. QO

self-destruction. The result of these unique American |
pressuresisthe possibleloss of their cultural identity. |

The expectation of balancing bothworldsiscertainly a | About author: Maheruh K han was born in Canadaand

along with that of their children, abalance can truly be | couple months old. Currently she lives with her hus-

achieved. However, it requires more of an effort from | bandinMinnesotaandispursuingaMastersin Health
the parents. Parents need to be determined, have agreat | IS'CI e”e‘:fhrom Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Pub-
deal of patience aswell asan open mind, and constantly | IcHedlth.
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Khichuri

I Tonima Khan

Khichuri. Burgers. Saris. Jeans. Nike. Bata. Bangla | homes here. It is difficult to apply Bangladeshi values
bolo. Hey what’s up! The very existence of a second- | in American society because the valuesand culture here
generation Bangladeshi in Americaisitself acolorful | aretotally different. | do not mean to generalize or dis-
dichotomy of two very distinct, and very different cul- | respect any parents; | am speaking merely from my
tures—American mainstream culture and traditional | own experience and those of my peers. Us“kids’ value
Bangladeshi culture. It may seem odd, almost impos- | our parent’s culture, their concern, and their desire to
sible to many that these two vastly different cultures | maintain Bangladeshi cultureandtraditioninus. AsVijay
can even compliantly come together to merge into a | Prashad states, “ To belost at seain the midst of relent-
healthy coexistence with one another, and by nomeans | less corporate ethic and a passionate consumer society
isit an easy task to achieve...but it is very possible, as | isnot comfortable for our souls; people seek some sort
can be seen by virtually every Bangladeshi youth grow- | of shelter. Alwaysafraid of being mass-produced, indi-
ing up in the United States. | vidualswant to make some sort of statement of distinc-

Living in acountry that is so different from one'sown | tion, somecultural statement.” Livinginsuch adiverse

motherland isno doubt difficult for everyone, and isfelt | SOCiety, we want to maintain our identity, and our rich
by immigrantsof all backgrounds. Americaistheworld's | cultural heritageand background, whichisnot wrong at
largest and most diverse melting pot, and it isaprivilege | al- Sometimesthough, immigrant parentswho have |l eft
to be living in a society where we are exposed to mul- | théir homeland years before remember their mother-
tiple, beautiful culturesfrom all over theworld. Where | land asthey I&ftit, and overlook thefact that Bangladesh
else can we shop for South Asian clothing, eat sushi, | has changed t.oo since they ha\_/e I.ef.t. Cdl it frozenin
listen to African-American music, go to the mosque, | time if you will. In this scenario, it is amost funny to
watch BBC, buy French perfume, and enjoy a NBA | gxpect the same out of children gr_owi ng up ir!theU._S.
basketball game...all in one place and in one day? At | 1N 2002 as one expected from children growing up in
the sametime, itisalso difficult to maintain one’siden- | Bangladeshin the 1960'sand 1970's.

tity amongst a sea of various colors, languages, and | As said by Sunaina Maira, the author of in Vijay
cultures. At least our parents spent most of their crucial | Prashad’s book the Karmaof Brown Folk, “the push to
growing up yearsin afamiliar culture and country. For | view culture asastatic trait ‘leads to adismissal of the
us Bangladeshi youth however, itismuch moredifficult | experiencesof second-generation adol escentswho grow
as we are faced with two conflicting cultures—that of | upin multiplerealities.” These young people, she con-
our parents and that of our current environment. | tinues, ‘learn to expertly navigate different cultural

our families, we are surrounded by the traditional | different settings.”” This could not be stated any more

Bangladeshi culture: deliciousfood, beautiful clothing, | @ccurately. From my own personal experience, and that
respectable, high morals, the Banglalanguage, anong | Of what | know of my Bangladeshi friends/peers (and
other things. Yet outside of homeitisatotally different | @S0 my other South Asian friends, Indian, Pakistani, Sri
picture. Then we are surrounded by American main- | Lankan) is that we have sort of split personalities. At
stream culture which completely conflicts with what | home we are one way, outside we are another. Itis not
we live with at home. Oftentimes, most Bangladeshi | Pad, itisjust that we are not only Bangladeshi, but we
parents expect their children to uphold the desi values | @r¢American aswell. Oftentimes, we are asked to * ad-
taught at home outside of the home aswell, but thisis | here to certain desi rules’ because it is looked down
much more easier said than done. Many times parents | UPON to be Americanized, but we cannot ignore our en-
want to raise their children similar to the way as they | VI ronment, and of coursewe cannot ignore our cultural
wereraised in Bangladesh years ago. What they do not | background. The solution is to adapt to both cultures

redlize is that the standards in which they were raised | @d to try our best to have both cultures coexist in our
conflict with what we are exposed to outside of our | /Ves. I totally respect and honor my Bangladeshi back-

T




ground and my parents, family, and community, but at | tiful cultures. We have not forgotten the beauty, tran-
the same time, | also appreciate the culture that sur- | quility, and glory of our parent’s rich culture, and we
rounds and includes me. | am not saying us second- | also value the American culture...we have our own
generation Bangladeshi youth should forget our heri- | identities...we are the quintessential American Desi.
tage; no, not at all. We should honor and respect it. But | O

Wecannot_ignoretheinfluenceof our surr_ounding envi- | About author: Tonima Khan was born in Bangladesh
ronment either. The fact of the matter is that we are | 44 moved to the U.S. when she was 2 and has lived in
both Bangladeshi and American. In a sense we have |  theBay Area(California) with her family sincethen. Cur-
created our own unique blended Bangladeshi-Ameri- | rently, sheisasenior in Cognitive Science at University
can culture, whichisacelebration of two distinct, beau- |  of Californiaat Berkeley (UCB).
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